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Good Morning 

In the name of our Institute I would like to welcome you to the workshop 

Supporting Space Weather Activities in South America which will provide a 

review of the Project  “Monitoring Ionosphere over South America”. 

 

The project Monitoring the Ionosphere over South America (MIMOSA) has been 

established by ESA, within the ALCANTARA initiative, aiming at assessing 

current South American capabilities on ionospheric monitoring and to 

evaluate how the existing facilities may be integrated with new installations to 

support and improve space weather activities oriented to assist GNSS 

operations.  

An enlargement of the current observational structure in South America will 

permit a broader monitoring of equatorial plasma irregularities in the region, 

with the production of data that, among other results, will positively impact 

models and contribute to the advancement of space weather activities. 

 
Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia (Italy), University of Nottingham 

(UK) and Politecnico di Torino (Italy) are the leading institutions of the project, 

while Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais (INPE), Universidade Estadual 

Paulista “Julio de Mesquita Filho” (UNESP), Universidad Nacional de Tucuman 

(UNT) are supporting institutions in South America.  

 
Since the schedule is very tight, I will try to be very brief and take the 

opportunity to say a few words about our Institute and how this event fits into 

our objectives. 

The mission of INPE may be briefly summarised in the statement: “to be the 
national reference in Space Science, Space Technology, Numerical Weather 
Forecasting, Climate Change and Earth Observation, while providing direct 
returns to society in terms of products and services, industrial policy and 
diffusion of knowledge”.  
 
With about 1000 staff, among researchers, technologists and technicians, our 

Institute attempts to implement the whole innovation cycle, which goes from 

Basic Research, through Applied Research and Development, up to making 

available to society services and products that impact social and economic life, 

which, in turn, justifies further public investments in Science and Technology. 



 
At INPE´s Space Science area, the development and implementation of 

infrastructure for monitoring the ionosphere over the Brazilian territory and 

beyond have long been recognized as a fundamental activity for providing data 

either for basic and applied research projects as well as for services provided 

by the Institute in this area. Thus, cooperation aimed at expanding the 

availability of ionospheric data and its applications as well as to assess the 

state of the art in the field is very much welcome. 

 

We also see ESA´s Alcantara initiative as an excellent opportunity for 

expanding the cooperation between research groups at INPE and at European 

counterpart institutions.  It is our wish that the experience of the project 

Monitoring the Ionosphere over South America may pave the way for further 

cooperation, encompassing even other areas than Space Science.   

 

I am plainly convinced that the cooperation project reviewed in this workshop 

will contribute for the dissemination of state-of-the-art knowledge among our 

scientists and researchers, therefore also contributing to our mission of being 

the national reference in space science. 

To all participants, my wishes of a very fruitful day of work, and a nice stay in 

São José dos Campos. 

Finally, I would like to express my congratulations to the organizers, in 

particular to the personnel from the Space Science area of INPE. 

Thank you. 

 


