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In the name of the National Institute for Space Research (INPE) I would 
like to welcome you to the First International Expert Panel on Global 
Challenges of Water Governance.  

The panel might be characterized as a dialogue between experts, from 
different fields, aimed at producing recommendations and insights 
concerning the water governance of inland waters. 

Climate change and increasing population growth pose great challenges 
on water as a vital resource for the economic life of modern society. 
Particularly, agriculture, production of energy and life in extremely large 
cities require large amounts of water. As a result, societies are 
experiencing water shortages in many regions of the world. 
 

In order to overcome the challenges associated to the future availability 
of water, policy makers and environmental managers shall be able, in 
the near future, to develop and promote better water governance. 
 
A list of main challenges faced by the scientific community in helping 
policy makers and environmental managers in this endeavor may be 
said to be the main goal of the present event.  
 
Since the schedule is very tight, I will try to be brief and take the 
opportunity to say a few words about our Institute. 
 
The mission of INPE may be briefly summarised in the statement: “to be 
the national reference in the access to space and its applications, while 
providing direct returns to society in terms of products and services, 
industrial policy and diffusion of knowledge”.  
 
The Institute develops activities in five main areas: Space Science 
(Astrophysics, Aeronomy and Geophysics), Meteorology, Earth 
Observation, Climate Change and Space Technology. 
 
With about 1000 staff, among researchers, technologists and 
technicians, the Institute attempts to implement the complete 



innovation cycle, developing activities which go from basic and applied 
research projects, through product and service development, up to 
making available to society innovative services and products that 
impact social and economic life, which, in turn, justifies further public 
investments in science and technology.  
 
I am plainly convinced that the present event will contribute for the 
dissemination of state-of-the-art knowledge among our scientists and 
researchers. 
 
I would like to congratulate and express our thanks to the distinguished 
guest panelists who much honor our Institute with their presence: Dr. 
Carlos Nobre, Secretary for R&D Policies, Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Innovation of Brazil; Prof. José G. Tundisi, Secretary of 
Sustainable Development, Science and Technology of the São Carlos 
City Council; Prof. Sunil Narumalani, Associate Dean for Academic 
Programs in the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) of the University of 
Nebraska (UNL); Dr. Américo O. Sampaio, Superintendent of Research, 
Technological Development and Innovation of the Basic Sanitation 
Company of the State of Sao Paulo (SABESP); Prof. Deepak R. Mishra, 
Assistant Professor at the Department of Geography from the University 
of Georgia (UGA);  Dr. Fernanda G. Sampaio, Researcher at the Aquatic 
Ecossystems Laboratory of the Brazilian Agricultural Research 
Corporation (EMBRAPA); and Dr. Conrado M. Rudorff, Postdoctoral 
fellow at the Brazilian National Institute for Space Research (INPE).  
 
I shall also congratulate Dr. João A. Lorenzzetti, local panelist, and a 
distinguished Senior Researcher at National Institute for Space 
Research (INPE), and Dr. Douglas F. M. Gherard, mediator, and Head of 
the Remote Sensing Division from the National Institute for Space 
Research (INPE). 
 
Finally I would like to express my congratulations and thanks to Dr. 
José Stech, Senior Researcher at INPE, and his team for the idealization 
and organization of the event. 
 
To all participants, my wishes of a very fruitful day of work, and a nice 
stay in São José dos Campos. 
 
Thank you. 
 
L.F.Perondi 
São José dos Campos, 11 March 2014. 


