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In the name of the National Institute for Space Research (INPE), and its affiliated unit, 

the Centre for Weather Forecasting and Climate Research (CPTEC), I would like to 

welcome you to the Sixth Workshop of the International Precipitation Working Group 

(IPWG) and to São José dos Campos, Brazil.  

 

Following the previous editions of this workshop - Madrid, Spain, 2002, Monterey, 

USA, 2004, Melbourne, Australia, 2006, Beijing, China, 2008, Hamburg, Germany, 

2010 - we believe that the present edition will also very much contribute to the 

objectives of the International Precipitation Working Group (IPWG), in providing a 

forum for the international precipitation research and operations communities to 

exchange views and implement initiatives related, primarily, to satellite-based 

precipitation work. We are very much honored in hosting this edition in Brazil, at our 

Institute premises.  

 

With nearly 60 abstracts submitted, and approximately 55 attendees, from 14 nations, 

we may place this event among the largest IPWG workshops to date.  

 

Since the schedule is very tight, I will try to be brief and take the opportunity to say a 

few words about our Institute.  

The mission of INPE may be brief1y summarised in the statement: "to be the national 

reference in Space Science, Space Technology and their applications, while providing 

direct returns to society in terms of products and services, industrial policy and 

diffusion of knowledge".  

 

The Institute develops activities in five main areas: Space Science (Astrophysics, 

Aeronomy and Geophysics), Meteorology, Earth Observation, Climate Change and 

Space Technology.  

With 1000 staff, among researchers, technologists and technicians, the Institute attempts 

to implement a complete innovation cycle, developing activities which go from basic 

and applied research projects, through product and service development, up to making 

available to society services and products that impact social and economic life, which, 

in turn, justifies further public investments in science and technology.  

I am plainly convinced that the present workshop, besides fulfilling the objectives of the 

IPWG, will contribute for the dissemination of state-of-the-art knowledge among our 

scientists and researchers.  

 

Besides the momentous event given by the deployment of the French-Indian Megha-

Tropique mission, this edition of the workshop comes at a time when important 

initiatives are being implemented by the Brazilian Government as regards the 

availability and use of precipitation data. Landslides and floods, associated to extreme 

precipitation leve1s, are the major causes of natural disasters in Brazil, which affect the 

lives of a large proportion of the population, every year. As a part of a national program 

aimed at mitigating the effects of natural disasters, announced by President Dilma 



Rousseff last August, the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation is 

establishing a new Institute: the National Centre for Natural Disaster Alert and 

Monitoring, with the objectives of carrying out research on such topics as landslides, 

floods and extreme precipitation events, and issuing alerts.  

 

INPE's CPTEC is the main provider of meteorological data to this new centre, what 

gives further relevance to INPE's efforts in the work carried out by IPWG.  

 

FinalIy, I would like to congratulate and express our thanks to our local associates in 

this endeavor: Mr. Carlos Rodriguez from USP, Mr. Carlos De Angelis from 

CEMADEN, Mr. Wagner Bezerra from INMET and Mr. Cesar Beneti from SIMEPAR. 

To Mr. Daniel Vila and Mr. Luiz Augusto Toledo Machado from CPTEC my warmth 

thanks.  

 

I would also like to congratulate and express our thanks to alI members of the Program 

Committee: Mr. Paul Kucera, NCARjRAL, Mrs. Bozena Lapeta, SRSC/IMGW-PIB, 

Poland, Mr. George Huffman, SSAI&NASA, USA, Mr. Christian Klepp, KlimaCampus, 

MPI-M, Germany.  

 

I would like to thank CNPq (National Counsel of Technological and Scientific 

Deve1opment), CEMIG (Companhia Energética de Minas Gerais), NOAA (National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) simtech and the WMO (World 

Meteorological Organization) for the funding which made this workshop possible.  

 

To all participants, my wishes of a very fruitful week of work, and a nice stay in São 

José dos Campos. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


